
Sources: HPI analysis of the U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2013 and 2017 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates, Table b27007; generated by HPI using 
American FactFinder. Available from: https://factfinder.census.gov. Accessed October 1, 2018.
Medicaid adult dental benefit classification based on: Center for Health Care Strategies. Medicaid Adult Dental Benefits: An Overview. Fact Sheet. January 2018. Available from:   
https://www.chcs.org/media/Adult-Oral-Health-Fact-Sheet_011618.pdf. Accessed November 6, 2018.
Medicaid eligibility expansion status based on: Kaiser Family Foundation. Status of State Action on the Medicaid Expansion Decision. As of September 11, 2018. Available from:  
https://www.kff.org/health-reform/state-indicator/state-activity-around-expanding-medicaid-under-the-affordable-care-act/. Accessed November 6, 2108.
Kaiser Family Foundation. Medicaid in North Dakota. September 2018. Available from: http://files.kff.org/attachment/fact-sheet-medicaid-state-ND. Accessed November 6, 2018.
Notes: Percentages in the U.S. map represent the change in the number of adults with Medicaid due to the Affordable Care Act between 2013 and 2017. We limited our analysis to adults 
ages 18 through 64. Our analysis is current as of November 2018. 
* North Dakota does not cover dental services for the adult expansion population of approximately 21,000. Therefore, we subtracted 21,000 from the total number of adults with Medicaid 
dental coverage in 2017.
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Medicaid Expansion and  
Dental Benefits Coverage

PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN THE NUMBER OF ADULTS WITH MEDICAID DUE TO THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

ADDING AN EXTENSIVE 
ADULT DENTAL BENEFIT  
to a state’s Medicaid  
program would cost,  
on average, 1.1% of total 
state Medicaid spending.TOTAL STATE  

MEDICAID SPENDING

1% AN ESTIMATED

9.8
GAINED DENTAL BENEFITS 
through Medicaid expansion 
or Medicaid policy changes 
following passage of the  
Affordable Care Act through 
2017.

million adults

For more information, visit ADA.org/HPI or contact the Health Policy Institute at hpi@ada.org.


